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Tita Conching Sunico, founder of Karilagan

International
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» BREAKING NEWS

› 2:01 PM | For $65,
tourists get peek at Los
Angeles gangland

› 1:00 PM | (UPDATE)
Gunmen shoot RP
passenger bus, wound 11

› 12:01 PM | Watchdog
calls Afghan energy
effort disappointing

› 11:02 AM | Quake
workers in Haiti rescue
living, mourn dead

› 9:30 AM | 12 injured in
RP bus strafing

› 6:00 AM | JFK terminal
being evacuated after
security breach
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 ENTERTAINMENT

Promoting Philippine fashion & culture 

DIRECTLINE By Boy Abunda (The Philippine Star) Updated January 15, 2010 12:00
AM

My dear Tita Conching (Conchita Sunico) will be
honored in a special tribute given by former Karilagan
International models, fashion designers, artists,
production and office staff, sponsors, and friends on
Friday, Jan. 29. Tita Conching founded Karilagan
International which showcased and promoted Philippine
fashion and culture around the world. She was the
doyenne of Manila’s society who hobnobbed with the
world’s rich and famous. Tita Conching was crowned
Carnival Queen in 1935.

Apart from leading Manila’s high society, Tita Conching
had her share of charity. She was the ultimate
fundraiser for various causes. With her friends, she
raised funds for the guerillas during the Japanese
occupation. She was the tourism commissioner during
the term of former President Diosdado Macapagal.
Everyone who was once part of Karilagan International
and whose life has been touched by Tita Conching may
get in touch with Angie dela Cruz at tel. no. 896-2996
or 0918-3867925.

Tita Conching’s photo appears on this page. The photo of Mrs. Cecilia Henares, the lovely wife of Mr.
Larry Henares and mom of my good friends Ronnie, Atom, Elvira, Danby, Juno and Rosanna was
mistakenly used in another column I wrote last week.

Our apologies.

Rachel in a dual role

“I can’t wait for the return of Avenue Q. I just love the characters and the songs. The way those
puppets come alive is just magical,” says Girlie Rodis whose talent Rachel Alejandro plays the dual role
of Lucy the Slut/Kate Monster.

Rachel earned rave reviews and an Aliw
Award for her performance as Kate
Monster/Lucy The Slut. “I’m really excited
to do Avenue Q again because I know a
bunch of people who missed seeing me in it
two years ago.  One of them is my mom.  I
love seeing the way people come out of the
theater with big smiles on their faces.  It is
really one of the funniest shows ever,”
Rachel says.

Avenue Q has had four sold out runs
(including an extended run in Singapore’s
Esplanade Theatre). “We are very excited to
bring back Avenue Q to Manila. It is a show
that brings so much joy and happiness to

perform each night and we are so glad audiences are still craving for more,” says Bobby.

“I love Avenue Q because it’s about making your own way in the world, the friends you make and the
lessons you learn along the way. One of my favorite songs is For Now which reminds us that even if it
happens that your life sucks now, its not always gonna suck,” adds Rachel.

Avenue Q is the Tony Award-winning musical about being jobless, homeless, politically incorrect,
having sex (whether hetero, homo or porno — and that’s just the puppets) and, ultimately, finding (or
not finding) your purpose in life.
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› Ciara: Motherhood can wait

› All-female racers on Mel and
Joey

› Saosin on solid ground
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The 'Angelic' Side of Paul
Bettany

CONVERSATIONS With Ricky
Lo 

For a moment, when he walked

into a function room of the Four

Seasons in Beverly Hills for the

round-table interview with the

international press, I thought

Paul Bettany would do

something lethal like he did in

his role as the albino assassin

Silas in The Da Vinci Code.

Lady Loka and Paris Canton

ME, STARZAN
By Joey de
Leon 

Anak ng put your
head on my shoulder baby!

If there is “baha” meron ding

mga happy

Who enjoy to make “ lusong”

there in Italy

‘Cause they can wear their
rubber boots na Burberry.

Greg Martin's boyish charm

REMEMBER WHEN? From the
collection of Danny Dolor 

In the ’50s, Greg Martin was one
of Sampaguita Pictures’
heartthrobs. His boyish charm —
wholesome, educated,
gentleman — appealed to many
young girls — and elderly ladies,
too.
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WEB ONLY

› A push in the right direction

› Stars join Katy Perry Rocks
for Relief

› Philippine Ballet Theater
stages Jose Garcia Villa's Mir-
I-Nisa
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It runs from March 12 to 27 at the Carlos P. Romulo Auditorium, RCBC Plaza, Makati. Avenue Q, with
music and lyrics by Jeff Marx and Robert Lopez and a book by Jeff Whitty, is directed by Bobby Garcia
and Chari Arespacochaga and has set design by Mio Infante, lighting design by Jonsy Reyes, and
puppet design by Samuel Fuentes, based on the original Broadway designs of Rick Lyons. Tickets are
on sale now. Call Atlantis Productions at 892-7078 or 840-1187.

A day of fun at Star City

Star City has always been the favorite theme park destination of Filipino families. Many have grown up
patronizing it with friends, siblings, relatives and neighbors.

Kuh Ledesma, Diether Ocampo, treated children from their respective charity foundations to a day out
at Star City during the holiday season. The family of William and Yayo Martinez, enjoyed what the
park has to offer.

Kuh and Diether started their kiddie treats on the carousel, later moving to other rides such as
Telekombat, the Wacky Worm, bump cars and ferris wheels. They also explored the horror house with
its mummy’s tomb and the Viking ship.

The Martinezes, with friends in tow, gamely tried out the sci-fi jungle warfare offered at the newly
opened Laser Blaster tag arena, along with game stations, and several themed arcades like Dino
Island — a dinosaur enclave made more exciting with Korean animatrix technology. And like most
people who come to Star City, they just had to go to Snow World, which provided them with a polar
experience and a chilly feel on Asia’s longest ice slide.

William and Yayo immensely enjoyed Wild River, where passengers sit on dugouts that seem to rise
atop a hill and fall rapidly down a water slide. They also burst their lungs out screaming aboard the
Blizzard. William was initially eyeing Surf Dance, guaranteed to churn one’s innards inside out, but the
premier attraction the family chose was the Star Flyer, the country’s first inverted roller coaster, which
treats riders to a 70-second mélange of drops and sharp turns that leave them screaming for more.

Star City is the longest-running, free-standing amusement park within Metro Manila. It sprawls, in
typically unplanned Filipino fashion, over 35,000 square meters, about one-fourth the size of Hong
Kong Disneyland but with just as many rides.

Star City also mixes in the Pinoy eating and shopping frenzy. Muslim and Chinese traders have set up
a line of booths providing highly affordable merchandise from clothes, footwear, toys and techno
gadgets. An array of moderately-priced restaurants and fastfood outlets and food carts catering to
every taste and palate are also within reach.

(Star City is back on its daily operation. It opens from 4 p.m. to 11 p.m. on Mondays to Thursdays

and from 2 p.m. to 12 midnight on Fridays to Sundays).
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› Bigfish & Nokia Music
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