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10 Things You Need to Know to be a
Guest Speller at The Bee
By Trixie Zabal and Dyan Zarzuela |  Published: June 29, 2009

 

SPOT.ph was invited to watch the rehearsals for the second run of The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling
Bee (The Repeat), Atlantis Productions’ musical about a fictional spelling bee with six talented kids on the throes
of puberty and who are about to learn that winning and losing are not the be-all and end-all of life.

Every performance will be different because of the audience and celebrity guest spellers, according to the cast. “Every
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show is always fresh for the audience and for us,” enthuses Cathy Azanza, who plays Rona Lisa Peretti, one of the
spelling bee moderators. “We’re probably like nine people in the cast but the tenth character is really the audience.”

SPOT.ph was game to be part of the ‘Bee’ and put our spelling skills to the test as we joined the rehearsals as guest
spellers:

1. You will get the chills. Even without the airconditioning, the anxiety over the actual spelling test and the
possible embarrassment over wrong answers were amplified once we joined the cast onstage. Add that to the flurry of
actions happening all at the same time (should we sing and dance too?), makes botching up a perfectly easy word to
spell possible.

2. You will have fun. It’s a playful production, from quirky characters to the colorful songs. The adlibs are mostly
for the four guest spellers, they’re only picked a few minutes before the show so the cast has to do a lot of thinking
on their feet. “It keeps me up at night. It’s very, very hard,” confides Joel Trinidad, who plays Vice Principal Douglas
Panch, one of the spelling bee judges.

3. You need to know public embarrassment is okay. You will dance with the cast and make funny poses, but
it’s all in good fun. Find comfort in the fact that you’re not the most ridiculous-looking one, at least you’re not
wearing a cape like the character Leaf Coneybear.
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theatre fan
June 29, 2009 at 12:07 pm

Hahaha, yes, I know which celebrity that way who misspelled soprano! 

me again
June 29, 2009 at 12:09 pm

*was (karma, haha!)
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